
  

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

ity. For instance, if you 

experienced some engine 

trouble or were about a 

quart low in oil, another 

sailor would offer up some 

assistance without ques-

tion. The value of a quart 

of oil if you were on land 

would be a few dollars. 

The value of a quart of oil 

from a fellow sailor on the 

water is priceless. Two 

very important personali-

ties to call on are, of 

course, Tommy Howard 

and Mike Cowan. They 

can fix anything. 

 

Whereas we have been on 

Zoom last month and this 

month, remember the 

cherished times together. 

Know that they will come 

again this Spring with the 

new cruise schedule. So 

please get up, get in your 

skivvies, swab the decks, 

and join us for an engag-

ing Zoom meeting Mon-

day, March 8 (6:30 for 

chat time, 7:00 for 

March 2021 Issue 

MEETINGS:  After the 
Pandemic is over: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 

UPCOMING CRUISES  

& PARTIES 

 

Cruises: 

3/27-28 - Halfmoon River 

4/24-25 - Daufuskie 

5/29-31 - Wassaw 

6/25-27 - Richmond Hill 

7/24-25 - St. Augustine Creek 

8/13-15 - Beaufort 

9/4-6 - Harbour Town 

10/22-24 - Bluffton 

 

(see Larry’s Article for de-

tails) 

WEBSITE: 

www.geecheesailingclub.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

We still have opportuni-

ties to enjoy fellowship at 

a distance this year if we 

choose to engage in re-

mote meetings. This 

month we will try our sec-

ond attempt to gather a 

large crowd for a Zoom 

meeting. 

 

We enjoyed last month’s 

presentation from the 

Ships of the Sea Museum 

Curator, Bobby Hughes. 

One passion for the club 

is sharing nautical know-

how. There are many 

skills among members of 

the club. The saying 

”together, we can make it 

through this” was never 

so veritable than on the 

water. The teamwork that 

is exhibited to stake out a 

cruise and embark toward 

the destination is no 

grander than the way the 

Geechees do it.  

 

When I go on a cruise, I 

am in awe of the generos-

COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

meeting).  Even if you 

feel like you are about a 

quart low, we would love 

for you to join us. You 

will feel better even if 

you choose to join with-

out video. Not every day 

is a good hair day, and 

you can always adjust 

the camera a little lower. 

These mugs and bottles are available whenever you want one.  Since we haven’t been able to get together 

regularly, I’ve delivered a few. Just call or text me (Linda Howard, 658-7398).  Everyone loves them, so 

you won’t be disappointed.  The bottles are $10/each and the mugs are $12.  It is now my “go-to” mug! 

 

 

ALWAYS AVAILABLE! 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 
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VICE COMMODORE, Mary Ellen Sprague 

So you are blissfully sailing or motor-

ing along when suddenly you lurch 

forward and stop dead in the water. 

Or maybe you are sleeping a little too 

peacefully because the boat is not 

moving. Ugh! Your stomach drops be-

cause you know what has happened. 

Those two horrible words come to 

mine. You're aground!  

 

You can do everything right, follow 

the magenta line on the GPS, and 

check your depth constantly, but noth-

ing can prevent you from hitting shift-

ing sand or the unmarked oyster bed 

in the middle of the channel. So what 

to do?  

Our speaker Larry Sprague will 

give you a bag of tricks to try when 

you find yourself in that unwel-

come predicament. Bring your pop-

TREASURER - Pat Howard 

$$ 2021 Financial Results $$ 

 

The financial results for the 

Geechee Sailing Club are favorable 

to plan year-to-date. Although 

there will be necessary costs for 

the St. Patrick’s Regatta, sponsors 

have already contributed $900 to-

wards the event. However, at this 

time we have a shortfall of $240 in 

member renewals (at the $60 fee).  

 

Expenses remain on plan while the 

Vanguard investment has grown 

1%. 

 

 

We hope for all members to 

renew as soon as possible 

so that the Board can plan 

activities for the year. 

March will be a busy month 

for the club, so... 

 SEND IN YOUR 

 RENEWALS  

TODAY! 

corn, questions, and tales (or your 

own groundings stories & how you 

successfully avoided  calling for Sea-

Tow) to our next meeting! 

The Brady Bunch -  

Zoom Users Since 1969 

NOTE THE ABOVE ARTICLE 

LARRY SPRAGUE IS OUR NEXT SPEAKER FOR OUR MARCH 8 

ZOOM MEETING.  HE WILL BE SPEAKING ON TRICKS FOR  UN-

GROUNDING WHEN YOU HIT THAT SANDBAR. (WHERE DID 

THAT COME FROM?!)  ALSO...BRING YOUR OWN STORIES TO 

SHARE! 
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shops to entertain and, most impor-

tantly of all, has ice cream shops! 

 

Next is Daufuskie Island just across the 

Calibogue Sound on the Cooper River.  

It is only 8 square miles and is accessi-

ble only by boat.  There are about 500 

residents who have a no-car rule.  That 

means that if you want to see the is-

land, you have to rent a golf cart at 

Freeport Marina (843/785-8242).   

 

Then, of course, you reach home - Sa-

vannah - “the prettiest place in the 

world.”  With so many waterways, club 

members access almost every creek and 

waterway with our boats.  The most 

fun, though, is cruising together, 

whether in the Savannah area, between 

Charleston and Savannah, or between 

Daytona and Savannah with stops in 

St. Augustine, Jacksonville, Fernandina 

Beach, Jekyll, and Brunswick.   

 

Come join us for our next cruise and 

we’ll show you things you can only see 

from the water - and a good time doing 

it! 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

mile picturesque cruise of 2-5 

hours.   

 

We love to go to Beaufort and stay 

at the Downtown Marina (843/524-

4422) where there is a waterfront 

park and restaurants.  Matter of 

fact, the marina is the “gateway to 

Historic Downtown Beaufort” 

where we ride our bikes.  In the 

park there is even a bust of 

Tommy’s great, great, great, great 

grandfather, Thomas Heyward, the 

Signer of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence!  The fishing here is also 

some of the best. 

 

Then on to Harbour Town (843/363

-8335), one of our favorites because 

it’s so close, but still a “get-away.”  

We enjoy the facts that it is dog-

friendly, is a protected harbor, has 

plenty of  places to just sit and 

watch the people and boats,  has 

yummy restaurants like the Crazy 

Crab and Truffles, has plenty of 

My article this month continues 

cruising south from Charleston to 

Savannah.   

 

On the way to Beaufort from 

Charleston, you pass through the 

ACE Basin with lots of dolphin be-

low and the Atlantic Flyway above - 

a bird migration route between the 

Gulf of Mexico and Canada.  The 

leisurely cruise by power is a 75-
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit  

 

First, an update: 

Have you signed up to race yet?  If so, is your boat full??  We can help fill it with 

young, strong hands! 

 

Please sign up via Regatta Network, where the Notice of Race has already been 

loaded:  https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525  

 

Thanks to all who have stepped up to help in critical various capacities during the 

races: Judy & Tim will be running the Race Committee boat and have our PRO, 

Joleen Rasmussen, with them.  Tayloe Highsmith has again agreed to run the mark 

boat. 

 

If you’re not out on the water to race or watch, come down by the river and take pictures! 

And a big THANK YOU to our sponsors: 

Boat US / Tow Boat Savannah  

Celebritees 

Encompass Health 

Five Points Realty (Chelsea Apartments) 

Hinckley Yacht Services 

J.W. Tarver Marine Inspections 

Landings Harbor Marina 

Rentgrata 

Sail Harbor Marina 

Thunderbolt Marine 

Town of Thunderbolt 

Yates Astro Termite & Pest Control 

 

The RED long-sleeve wicking shirts can be purchased for $20.  I’ll bring them to our meetings and events, or you 

can just call me and I’ll deliver! 

 

Rules of Sailboat Racing Seminars 

As announced in the last issue of the Rhumb Line, a two-part review and discussion of the Racing Rules for 2021-

2024 was presented by Jerry Thompson (US Sailing Certified Regional Race Officer and Judge) and JD Rosser (US 

Sailing National Judge) on February 22 and 24.  These knowledgeable men were introduced to me by our St. Pat-

rick’s Regatta Principle Race Office, Joleen Rasmussen. 

 

Both sessions were well attended and very well received!  The first session had 35 participants, and the second had 

28.  Excellent questions were raised, and the presenters received numerous compliments.  If you would like a copy 

of the presentation, let me know! 

 

Savannah Sailing Center 

Please consider making a personal contribution to SSC.  The Geechees had been making an annual donation, but 

may not be able to do so this year since membership dues have been decreased by 50%. 

 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/21525
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CRUISE CHAIR, Larry Sprague 

March 27-28 - Shakedown Cruise  

(Halfmoon River) 

 

April 24-25 – Daufuskie (at the for-

mer  Marshside Mama’s) 

 

May 29-31 – Memorial Day Weekend 

(South End of Wassaw) 

 

June 25-27 – Richmond Hill/ Ft. 

McAllister  (Note Friday-Sunday) 

 

Or Walburg Creek (north end of 

St. Catherine’s) 

 

Or Bradley River (northwestern 

end of Ossabaw Island) (Note Fri-

day-Sunday) 

 

July 24-25  - St. Augustine Creek 

(shark tooth hunting at low tide). Low 

Tide is 3:51pm Saturday. 

 

August 13-15 – Beaufort  (Note Fri-

day-Sunday) 

 

September 4-6 – Labor Day 

(Harbour Town, Hilton Head) (Note 

Friday-Sunday) 

 

October 22-24 – Bluffton Arts and 

Seafood Festival. Friday night at 

If you know of any children, 5 to 15 years old, who would like to learn how to sail, please refer 

them to this site: http://savannahsailingcenter.org/index.php/programs/   Their one-week-long 

summer camps fill up quickly!   

 

 

 

This is Tayloe & Raegan’s daughter, Olivia, who 

used to come to meetings with them when she 

was a baby!  (Lem & Anna Highsmith’s and Rich-

ard & Jill Whitfield’s granddaughter) 

 

Freeport Marina or in the creek 

across the river from the marina 

(Note Friday-Sunday) 

 

November - TBD 

 

http://savannahsailingcenter.org/index.php/programs/
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 Please send in your renewal dues.  

We have lowered the price to $60 

for 2021 and we plan on getting 

back to a “new normal” fairly soon.   

 

I know several meetings with guest 

speakers, socials, and cruises will 

be planned and we want to include 

you. I feel sure that will wait until 

our older members are vaccinated- 

which is most of us.  

 

The weather is going to turn 

warmer soon, so we are hoping to 

have a meeting/social in an outdoor 

area very soon.  If you know of any 

spot the we could use, please con-

tact a Board member with the name of 

the place; and if there is a fee, please 

let us know what that is.  

 

I went out to lunch with Jan Vach the 

other day and it was so nice seeing 

people and being out. I know you will 

want to be around your Geechee 

friends very soon. It is such a nice 

change.  To start this off, you need to 

send your renewal dues in so the plan-

ning can take place!! 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

water to guide the boat to the down-

river ramp.  As we were pushing from 

the stern, we saw a good size alligator 

pass 15 feet in front of our bow.  The 

alligator did not mess with us, and it 

continued its trek from one side of the 

river to the other.   

 

A mile into our swim, we guided the 

boat parallel to a commercial dock 

where a huge ocean-going Jamaican 

registered tugboat was moored.   Over 

the rail, the tugboat captain called out 

to us in a sing-song island accent ask-

ing if we needed help, “Mon?”  We ex-

plained the situation and he had a 

crewman launch the tiniest dinghy I 

had ever seen.  Seriously, this dink was 

maybe five feet long with an equally 

tiny outboard.   

 

With the three of us back in our boat, 

we set up a tow line, and the mate in 

the dinghy twisted on the power to take 

us to our destination.  The outboard 

was screaming, and it was not much 

faster than us swimming along, but at 

least we had a ride.  It took a consider-

able amount of time to go the remain-

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

My brother, a good friend, and I 

were cruising from one dive spot on 

the Cooper River near Charleston 

to another in my brother’s Sunliner 

inboard/outboard ski boat.  We of-

ten did black water SCUBA diving 

in the Cooper for fossilized shark 

teeth and whatever else we could 

find.   

 

This time we were scooting along at 

about 30 MPH or so just chatting it 

up.  We were in a section of the 

river where we should have paid 

more attention because wham! the 

skeg on the outdrive struck a sand-

bar and we came to a surprise stop.  

The outdrive was knocked off the 

boat and was held on only by the 

control cables and one side of the 

hydraulic trim mechanism.  We 

were lucky the boat still floated.  

We tied the outdrive to a cleat to 

keep it from falling off completely. 

 

Our ramp was a few miles upriver 

and we knew of another ramp sev-

eral miles downriver, so we donned 

our fins and all three jumped in the 

ing few miles.   

 

When we got to the ramp, we dis-

connected the fuel line from the 

Sunliner and refilled the dinghy’s 

portable tank which had run dry.  

We pooled our money (about $20) 

and, in addition, gave the mate 

cookies and a sandwich.  He was all 

smiles and very appreciative of our 

gifts.   

 

My brother then thumbed a ride to 

where his truck and trailer were 

parked, and soon we were packed up 

and on our way. 

DOES ANYONE NEED A NEW BUR-

GEE?  DID YOU LOSE IT, OR IS IT 

WARN OUT?   

Let  Linda Meyer know (912/657-

5272). 
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

At a time where everything in the 

world seems to be put on hold, not only 

is our signature St. Patrick’s Regatta 

taking place, but also the 36th Amer-

ica’s Cup will be held March 6–15, 

2021, in Auckland, New Zealand! 

Digging into the history of the Amer-

ica’s Cup, I was surprised to find it is 

the oldest trophy in international sport.  

It even predates the modern Olympic 

Games by 45 years, during which time 

nine challenges were held. 

It all began in August 1851 when the 

schooner America emerged from the 

afternoon mist, sailing past the Royal 

Yacht stationed between the Isle of 

Wight and the south coast of England.  

The 100 Guinea Cup won by America 

was later donated to the New York 

Yacht Club under a Deed of Gift declar-

ing it “a perpetual challenge cup for 

friendly competition between nations.” 

The America’s Cup was born! 

The trophy remained in New York 

for over a hundred years in the 

longest winning streak in the his-

tory of sports.  The cup was de-

fended twenty-four times until 

1983 when Australia II became 

the first successful challenger. 

The concept of corporate sponsor-

ship was first introduced during 

what is known as the Lipton Era. 

Sir Thomas Lipton, the Irish/

Scottish tea baron challenged five 

times during 1899-1930.  His se-

ries of yachts (all named Sham-

rock) never won, but his good-

natured sportsmanship trans-

formed him into a folk hero, and 

his business interests were 

greatly promoted. 

 

Back to the present, the objective 

of the 36th America’s Cup is to be 

the most viewed and accessible 

competition of its kind.  The event 

has partnered with both free and 

pay networks (NBC Sports for us).  

T h e  o f f i c i a l  w e b s i t e 

www.americascup.com will offer live 

streaming via YouTube and Face-

book, on-board camera footage, vir-

tual eye graphics, and more!  On 

race days, racing will go live at 16:00 

New Zealand Time (that’s 10pm for 

our time zone).  If you don’t want to 

stay up late to watch the excitement 

live, there will be clips, highlights, 

and footage available on their web-

site.  All of these are certain to get 

your sailing juices flowing! 

 

“I Learned About Boating 

From That” 
 

The title above is plagiarized 

from a feature in Readers Digest 

and maybe is still a feature. 

Anyway, I am referring to our 

most recent boating “incident,” 

well truthfully, bad accident. I 

say most recent because as a 

sailor/cruiser for over 50 years, 

Jan and I have had more than 

our fair share of incidents. 

 

Perhaps you heard of our No-

vember misadventure. I will give 

you the gory details some para-

graphs below. There probably 

should not be a trophy for larg-

est number of boating mishaps, 

but if Dawson wants to release 

his for frequent groundings, OK 

with me.  

 

So let’s start with the oldest. Our 

first was an overnight in 1973 from 

San Diego Bay to Mission Bay on a 

club-rented 25-footer with a (wow) 

galley. So we could cook, sort of. 

The stove was one of those early 

portable alcohol types with two 

burners, like a Coleman. Getting it 

lighted meant priming the little 

cup under the burner with fuel, 

and then lighting it until the pres-

sure and heat vaporized the fuel in 

the burner. That worked, but I did-

not see that the alcohol kept drip-

ping onto the countertop.  So when 

I ignited the burner, the countertop 

resembled one of those Polynesian 

fire pits you are supposed to run 

through. Exciting? Indeed! The 

Formica was scorched, but the 

club didn’t bill me as I guess they 

felt bad because there was no 

built-in stove.  

 

The next significant incident was 

a brush with law enforcement in 

1975 when we mistakenly 

thought there were some en-

trance beacons from the ocean to 

a bay near San Clemente, CA. 

But as we got close, a very loud 

amplified voice came out of the 

night air and said we were enter-

ing a restricted zone. It then oc-

curred to us that President 

Nixon had his little place there 

on the ocean.  Partially as a re-

sult, we did not make it to Ava-

lon on Santa Catalina. It was 

back to San Diego the next day. I 

might point out that this was be-

MEMBER DONATION  (Greg Vach) 

http://www.americascup.com
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fore GPS or really any worthwhile 

electronic aids.  

 

Skipping ahead two decades, there 

was this little incident during a 

race just off San Diego. It was 20 

knots and I had a full main up. I 

was not at the helm and, there-

fore, didn’t really understand how 

much force the helmsman was us-

ing.  There was a crack, and about 

3 seconds later the mast and sails 

were in the water. No one was in-

jured but it was a struggle to mo-

tor to the nearest yard with a 

bunch of stuff in the water.  

 

We were in the same boat a year 

later and quite far offshore near 

the Channel Islands where the 

islands and the mainland create a 

venturi effect. It didn’t have a 

really nasty name, but darned if I 

can remember it - like Dead Man’s 

Curve or something. We took a 

really big wave and Jan was 

thrown into the salon table 

against her back. The resulting 

bone bruise and cyst are still 

there.  

 

Three years later we were on our 

newish Catalina 38 taking Jan’s 

mother, father, and sister-in-law 

out for a day sail in San Diego Bay 

on a beautiful sunny January day, 

which is why San Diego is such a 

year-round boat friendly place.  

We shut off the engine and put 

sails up after motoring a half 

hour. Noticing smoke coming from 

the engine area below the cockpit, 

I opened the top access hatch and 

the fire and smoke were intense. I 

couldn’t even see. I put out a may-

day, but there were only ten sec-

onds of 12v before it died.  

 

The main was still up and there 

was the blessed Navy base a 

quarter mile away, but their 

nearest pier was a good seven 

feet above our deck.  However, 

some sailors came running from 

a destroyer because they could 

see the smoke and bodily 

grabbed us off while the fire en-

gines arrived. It took four of the 

firemen and these giant CO2 

bottles to put it out.  

 

The cause of the fire was due to 

the prior owner installing an 8D 

house battery with large cables 

running from the cockpit locker 

to the battery switch. The cables 

were zip-tied together against 

the hull side.  The day before, we 

had motored almost the whole 

way from Avalon to San Diego. 

Our thrifty but vibrating three-

cylinder diesel had caused those 

cables to rub and destroy the in-

sulation, so the short lit off the 

gelcoat. Had it happened en-

route to San Diego, we would 

have been toast, or drowned. 

You rarely see another boat that 

far offshore. 

 

The 50-foot sailboat on which we 

retired is a whole book unto it-

self. I will spare you that (for 

now).  In Savannah, we had a 

series of boats and, until the pre-

vious November, had only one 

incident three years prior which 

was not our fault as we were not 

aboard.  

 

Then last October it looked like 

it was getting safe to go places, 

so we planned a jaunt down the 

ICW in our 25-foot C-Dory 

which, by the way, is quite 

speedy as long as the waves are 

10 inches or less. On the way to 

Fernandina we made a stop at 

Little St Simon’s for reasons too 

complicated to get into. There is a 

bridge linking Little St Simon’s 

and St Simon’s proper. There are 

several spans about 25 feet wide 

with 11 feet vertical clearance.  

 

The “king” tide was running and, 

because of the funnel effect of the 

bridge, the current was about 5 

knots. I was going down-current 

when about 100 feet away there 

was another smaller boat going 

up-current into the same span I 

was aiming for. So I picked an-

other span - but then the boat 

was moving sideways as fast as 

forward. (The boat was totally 

flat from half the waterline back, 

so there was lots of surface to 

push around.) It seems so un-

natural to add power when you 

are going so fast under a bridge, 

but that’s what I needed to 

do...but I didn’t!  The impact was 

astonishing. Both sides! Cracked 

the hull vertically near the stern.  

 

We are grateful to have been able 

to wrangle some much-needed 

additional bucks from our insurer 

so that the whole boat will be 

awlgripped rather than spot gel-

coated. And barring any other 

disaster, it will be at Hogan’s in a 

month, with, unfortunately, a 

“For Sale” sign. Why? The Fates 

are telling me something. I have 

had my vaccines, so I’ll be around 

for a while and feet firmly 

planted on the ground.  
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CHECK YOUR BOATS AND GARAGES.   

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO SELL? 

2021 OFFICERS 

FOR SALE 

Commodore ························· Dawson Long  

Vice Commodore ················· Mary Ellen Sprague 

Past Commodore ················· Stuart Gough 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ·························  (Open) 

Cruise Chairs ······················· Larry Sprague  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

R S O L I A  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 

C E G O R R 

T M H G I 

N S E T R 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to February’s Scramble: COFFIELD 

COFFEE 

IGLOO 

DANCE 

MOVER 


