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GEECHEE SAILING CLUB

RHUMB LINE

COMMODORE, Angela Margolit

Congratulations to mem-
ber Dana Rutland, owner
of Boat US / Tow Boat Sa-
vannah, who just received
Operator of the year by
Boat US!

Thank you, Mary Ellen
and Larry Sprague, for
representing the Geechees
at the re-scheduled
SAYRA (South Atlantic
Yacht Racing Association)
annual meeting on Feb. 20
-22 on Hilton Head.

As you know, our motto is
“Fellowship on the Wa-
ter,” but I am looking for
someone to start up an
Education Committee. We
want to offer scholarships
for ASA courses and

maybe even set up

“introductory” courses on
boats of our members —
and prospective members.
Please contact me if this is
of interest to you.

Your Board of Directors is
working very hard to
make this a great year,
putting in quite a few
hours. Not only will we
have additional cruises
this year, but we've added
more social events AND
“field trips”.

Our 2026 Social Events:

Oyster Roast on Satur-
day, April 4 at Marsh
Harbor

St. Patrick’s Regatta
Social on March 21 at
Molly McGuire’s from
5 to 8pm

Pool Party in June at
the Allen’s estate

BBQ on July 4th at Art
Chapple’s

Fish Fry in late summer
at Tayloe & Raegan
Highsmith’s

The Change of Watch
will be combined with
the Holiday Party on
Dec. 14

New this year: Geechee
field trips, such as
Lynx Schooner in St.
Simon’s on Thursday,

May 14th, at 1pm.
Check out https:/

www.tallshiplynx.org/
and contact me ASAP
if this is of interest to
you.

MEETINGS:
Every second Monday
of the month at Carey

Hilliard’s,
3316 Skidaway Rd.
Order dinner at 6:00;
meeting at 7:00.

WEBSITE:
www.geecheesailingclub.org
EMAIL ADDRESS:
geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com
FACEBOOK:

Geechee Sailing Club

SPEAKER FOR MONDAY, MARCH 9

PHIL DELOACH

Flotilla Vice Commander of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary

|

ST ~m—
)}

4
"
|
|

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S
UPCOMING PARTIES
& CRUISES

Socials:

( = See Angela’s article)

Cruises & Fvents

Saturday & Sunday, March 21
& 22 - St. Patrick’s Regatta

Friday, Saturday, & Sunday,
March 13-15 - Boat Show

Saturday-Monday, May 23-25 -
Memorial Day Cruise, Wassaw



https://www.tallshiplynx.org/
https://www.tallshiplynx.org/

COMMODORE, Angela Margolit (Continued)

R/V Sea Dawg in the fall!

Gray’s Reef Discovery Center down-
town in the middle of summer,
followed by dinner at the local
Cuban restaurant.

We have been contacted for inter-
views with:

Southeast Scuttlebutt: Kristen Or-
donez, Content Manager, Scuttle-
butt Magazines, found us via
Google! Linda & Tommy helped
me write it. I will send an email
with digital link when the issue is
out. And below is a link for the
distribution areas where you can
find the magazine; for this issue,
these will probably all be out/
distributed mid to late March.

https://se.scuttlebutt.com/freecopy

Sail-World.com: David Schmid,

North American editor, found
us on Regatta Network when
he came across our St. Pat-
rick’s Regatta. His in-depth
questions were focused on our
annual event. His plan is to
publish the piece a few days
before the regatta starts, so as
to give us the maximum media
boost possible. Their site sees
considerable traffic!

VICE COMMODORE/SECR

ETARY, Larry Sprague

We are looking forward to our
speaker for the March meeting, Phil
Deloach with the USCG Auxiliary.
Phil’s talk will be about the USCG Aux-
iliary, its purpose, organization, and
how citizens get involved, along with
examples of the USCG Auxiliary at
work.

Our April speaker will be
John Maclean. He will be
speaking about the CSS
Shenandoah, a confeder-

I U ate raider during the Civil

War. John’s great grandfa-

ther was a lieutenant on the Shenan-
doah. The CSS Shenandoah had a very

successful raiding career, with a special

emphasis on the New England whal-
ing ships in retribution to the aboli-
tionists.

Our checking and investment ac-
counts are currently more than
adequate to meet our needs. That
being said, please don’t hold off re-
newing your membership. We've
added the ability to join or renew
your membership ($75.00 single
and $100 family) via Zelle in addi-
tion to cash or check.

To do this, simply go to your bank-
ing app and, in the Transfer & Pay
tab, click on the Send Money with
Zelle button, then select Send, then
Add Recipient. When I did this, I
entered “Geechee Sailing Club” for
the first name and didn’t bother
with a last name, then I put
geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com
for the email address - and that
was it.

TREASURER, Steve Allen

When I sent money to the club
from my bank, oddly I was asked
“Do you want to send money to
Steven Allen (?).” I said ok. The
money did go to the club’s bank
account. I called our club’s bank
and they said it works this way
because I'm the Treasurer and
have the club’s credit card. The
bank’s Zelle software is a consumer
-based package and not organiza-
tion-based, so that’s the way it
works. If and when they update
this, they’ll let us know.

This probably is way more infor-
mation than you want to
know, but thanks for lis-
tening.

MY RETIREMENT PLAN:
FIX THE BOAT UNTIL | DIE



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fse.scuttlebutt.com%2Ffreecopy&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9d8abe15a55f4a3a238d08de5e7561f5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639052055400294127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWU
mailto:geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com

VICE COMMODORE/SECRETARY, Larry Sprague

JANUARY 12, 2026

Shannon Matzke of the University of
Georgia Extension Service gave an excel-
lent presentation on our Barrier Islands.

FEBRUARY 9, 2026

The annual Chili Cook-off was a great
success. We had 7 chilis presented for
tasting and lots of yummy side dishes.
Linda Howard won 1st Place and a $50
gift certificate to Amazon.

MARCH 9, 2026

Flotilla Vice Commander Phil Deloach
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary will be
speaking

APRIL 13, 2026

John Maclean to speak on
the CSS Shenandoah

TWO WAYS TO TEST A MARRIAGE

1. Viisiting the in-laws

Falling off a
roof when
you’re a kid

Sneezing too hard
when you’re
an adult




CRUISE CHAIR, Dawson Long

Joys of Cruising the Waterways
With Geechees

Savannah, Georgia, is a city that ef-
fortlessly blends historic charm with
natural beauty, and one of the best
ways to experience this unique combi-
nation is by cruising its scenic water-
ways. Whether youre gliding along
the Savannah River or exploring the
intricate network of tidal creeks and
marshes, cruising here offers a peace-
ful escape and a chance to connect
with nature and history alike.

As you cruise, you'll pass by lush
marshlands teeming with wildlife,
including herons, egrets, and even
playful dolphins. The gentle sounds of
water lapping against your boat and
the calls of native birds create a
soothing soundtrack that enhances
the experience.

Beyond the natural beauty, cruising
with the Geechees allows you to hear
stories from our experienced sailors.

There is no better way to learn than
from great conversations with peo-
ple who have experienced life, or
ones who have witnessed the city’s
evolution. We are not disclosing the
average age of the Geechee mem-
bers, but our experience is exten-
sive.

When we embark on a cruise, we
are either going to vibrant marinas,
or to anchorages where our mem-
bers gather to share stories and en-
joy local cuisine. Docking at one of
these spots allows you to explore the
area’s dining scene, from fresh sea-
food to Southern comfort food, all
while enjoying stunning river views.

Whether you're a seasoned sailor or
a first-time cruiser, the waterways
around Savannah offer an unforget-
table way to experience the city’s
charm and natural splendor. So,
hop aboard one of our members’
sailboats or trawlers and let it
carry you through one of Georgia’s

most picturesque destinations below:

April 18-19, Saturday-Sunday - Half
Moon Creek by the East end of
Wilmington Island, anchoring

May 7-11, 5 days (Thursday to Mon-
day) - Brunswick Landing Marina

May 23-25, Memorial Weekend, Sat-
urday to Monday - back end of
Wassaw, anchoring

July 11-12, Saturday-Sunday - Elba
Island/Savannah Back River, an-
choring.

August 14-16, Friday-Sunday - Pal-
metto Bay Marina, Hilton Head
September 4-7, Friday-Monday

“After Labor Day Cruise” to Safe
Harbor Marina, Beaufort

October 16-18, Friday-Sunday
Bluffton Seafood & Art
Festival, anchoring

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Scott Lawson

Spring 2026 has arrived!

Our schedule is full of activities for
everyone this month beginning with
our monthly meeting at Carey Hil-
liard’s on Monday, March 9. Come
join us for dinner and our speaker,
Phil Deloach of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary. Bring a friend!

The Savannah Boat Show at the
convention center on Hutchinson
Island takes place March 13-15. Our
shared booth space needs a few
more volunteers for Saturday and
Sunday. Contact Scott
(salsavga@yahoo.com) or Angela
(amargolit@hotmail.com) and come
on over and help spread the good
word about the Geechee Sailing
Club.

Our signature annual racing
event is March 21-22. The St Pat-
rick’s Regatta kicks off our sailing
season with 2 days of races on the
Wilmington River and Wassaw
Sound along with post racing so-
cial activities Saturday and Sun-
day at Molly McGuire’s after the
racing. Come out and join us on
the water and afterwards.

Our mailing list is being expanded
to include many friends and for-
mer members who have drifted
away over the years. Some may
have run aground on one of life's
shifting sandbars and would enjoy
a welcome return embrace while
others have left us for good like
Jack and Rose on that door.

Linda Howard and I have put our
heads together to work on this on-

going project to reach out and reen-
gage folks and cast a wide net to
inform and invite them to our
planned social and cruise events.
Let us know if you have additions
for the list. Please feel free to bring
guests to any and all of our hap-
penings. The more the merrier.
Let’s make more great memories
around the water.

Welcome new, rejoining, members
Georgia and Joe Byrd. We're glad
you’re back!




COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR/EDITOR, Linda Howard

In December I saw an article on-
line in our Savannah Morning
News about our Romerly Marsh
getting more artificial reef. Since
we all know the place well, I
thought it would be interesting to
see what is happening there.

Because the author of the article,
Jillian Magtoto, wrote it so well, I
will quote segments of it.

“Facing the ocean in Wassaw
Sound, about 11 miles from Savan-
nah, is a grassy nook buffering
waves for fish seeking shelter in
Georgia’s marshes. On Friday, De-
cember 12, 2025, Romerly Marsh
Creek received a fresh batch of con-
crete pyramids, adding to the ma-
trix of oysters, metal bars, and
other concrete chunks already scat-
tered along the marsh bottom like a
playpen after recess at about 23
feet deep.”

This most recent reef addition is
the result of a year-long effort be-
tween the Coastal Conservation
Association of Georgia, the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources
Coastal Resources Division, and
concrete company Smyrna Ready
Mix to drop 60 concrete pyramids
above the low tide line where oys-
ters like to land on solid material
and attach. These pyramids have
three 20” sides providing ample
surface area for oysters and holes
for fish to swim through.

The marsh was first permitted
as an artificial reef in 1987 and
has been enhanced five times
already. This is important due
to the need for necessary refuge
as fish populations lose habitat
across the Atlantic coast due to
development and shoreline ero-
sion. More than 70,000 acres of
seafloor along Georgia’s coast
(more than 53,000 football fields)
have been set aside to support
artificial reef development, but
only about 60 acres have struc-
tures on them.

“Structures can include every-
thing from old subway cars and
battle tanks to metal water con-
tainers. Larger structures like
barges and boats will be found
farther out at 21 near-shore and
offshore sites. Earlier this year,
the CRD deployed two offshore
artificial reefs, a tugboat and a
barge.

The reefs are intended to im-
prove biodiversity, water quality,
and shoreline stabilization, ac-
cording to the Coastal Resources
Division Marine Biologist Cam-
eron Brinton, and are part of the
department’s efforts to build
more inshore reefs for fisher-
men.

DNR is in the process of permit-
ting a whole series of new ones
that will be targeted around
fishing piers. Over half of Geor-
gia’s saltwater anglers fish from
shore, and just two fishing piers
have artificial reefs next to
them. The “Romerly Marsh
Creek Oyster Reef” will help sus-
tain red drum, spotted trout,

flounder, and other fish popular
among anglers.”

The molds that they install are
actually fiberglass molds, with
concrete incorporated in them -
made to last. This is recycled
concrete that costs not much
more than labor. A customer
may over-order concrete, and the
leftovers usually get crushed and
sold as a road base. In Savan-
nah, probably 5,000 tons of extra
concrete is generated a week.

It 1s stated that these structures
will eventually begin to deterio-
rate or sink into the mud; how-
ever, they will be replenished. It
1s promised that this is not a “do
one and done on these reefs.”

CABBAGE

Romerly Marsh Creek
Mimi Krupp

Mary Shuman




SOCIAL COMMITTEE, Mary Ellen Sprague

The Chili Cook-Off was once
again a favorite party of the
Geechees. Many thanks to the
Social Committee for all their
help. Also, many thanks to the
seven cooks who prepared chili
and all those who brought
other food. No one went home
hungry!

The puzzle exchange was also a
huge hit. There were lots and
lots of puzzles to choose from.
Congratulations to Linda How-
ard as 2026 Chili Cook-Off win-
ner. See you next year!




RACE CHAIR/WEBSITE MGR, Angela Margolit

Frostbite Series

This popular race series is almost over, but please join us if
you can for the last one on Saturday, March 7th. To sign up,
please click here: Frostbite Sighup

For the Frostbite Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions,
click here: Frostbite NOR+SI

St. Patrick’s Regatta
Our 47th Annual St. Patrick’s Regatta will be held March 21-
22 on the Wilmington River, Wassaw Sound.

You are ALL invited to the Saturday evening Social Event
at Molly McQuire’s on Wilmington Island from 5 to 8pm.
The cost is only $10pp, unless you have donated an item for
the Tricky Tray Raffle. If you cannot attend the event but
still have something to donate (would love to have gift bas-
kets), please bring it to the March 9t general meeting. If
you cannot make it, just call me and I'll come to you.

New this year: We will hold a silent auction for three large
framed prints. Here’s a photo of one of them:

The regatta shirts this year will be a short-sleeve collared
Kelly Green shirt. Competitors receive a shirt with their
registration, and sponsors receive two! If you are not racing
or sponsoring us, but would like to purchase one, they are
$25 each.

For this year’s St. Patrick’s Regatta, we have these sponsors to
thank for their generous contributions:

Boat US / Tow Boat Savannah

Cay Insurance Services

Chelsea at Five Points Apartments

Driftaway Cafe

Endurance Lending

Hassell Realty Co., Inc.

Hinckley Yacht Services

Landings Harbor Marina

Miss Judy's Charters

Rentgrata (apartment app)

RJC Yachts

SunLife Marina (formerly Hogan’s)

Sail Savannah (charter sails and school)

Savannah Steel Scaffold

Thunderbolt Marine

Town of Thunderbolt

Yates Astro Termite & Pest Control

As of the date of this submission, I'm still waiting to hear from
Bahia Bleu (Safe Harbor) on the Wilmington River, and Savan-
nah Harbor on the Savannah River.

The Competitors’ meeting will take place via Zoom at 7pm on
Friday night. The Fleet races will start at 11am on Saturday.
We again will have three classes: Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker,
and Rhodes 19. Then on Sunday we’ll have the Pursuit Race,
where start times are based on PHRF ratings. The slowest boat
will start first (also at 11am).

Helping us on the water will be:
q Tommy and Linda Howard on “Obedience”, the RC Boat
I Carl Ericsson on “Little Toot”, the Mark Boat

Joleen Rasmussen will be our Race Officer, along with her hus-
band, Eric.

If you have someone who would like to participate in our 47th
regatta, please have them register on the Regatta Network:
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/30715

47th
Annual
St. Patrick’s
Regatta

Savannah, GA



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd75xeE1lgopJHjiVEMgkM5q-lFwOlzrk2Yk0B6zXVpEaBH2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tpu7MjujviDq7GQARvxA6hEi8XBZNvOy/edit
https://www.regattanetwork.com/event/30715

CARL ERICSSON, Member-At-Large

2026 Seminar Schedule (Savannah Sail & Power Sqguadron)

These 2-hour seminars on Tuesday evenings are being given by the Savannah Sail & Power
Squadron. You will want to attend one or more of these. The Sail & Power Squadron is the
group that allows us to share (at no cost) their booth at the Savannah Boat Show.

1 March 10, 2026: Weather for Boaters Seminar
1 April 7, 2026: OpenCPN.org (Chart Plotter Navigation) Seminar

1 April 14, 2026: "Tides and Currents” Seminar (Starts at 6:30 PM, White Bluff Presbyterian
Church)

1 April 21, 2026: Tides and Currents Seminar
1 May5, 2026: VHF/Marine Radio Seminar

1 May 26, 2026: How to Use GPS Seminar

Upcoming Courses

1 Jan 13, 2026: "Boat Handling" Class (Starts 6:30 PM, White Bluff Presbyterian Church)
1 March 21 & 28, 2026: America's Boating Course (ABC)

1 June 13 & 20, 2026: America's Boating Course (ABC)

Additional Information

1 Location: Seminars are commonly held at the White Bluff Presbyterian Church, 10710 White
Bluff Road, Savannah, GA.

1 Social: The squadron hosts "Fire Friday/Sundowner Social" every Friday at 7 pm.

Details & Registration:  Full details and registration can be found on the America's Boating Club
Savannah website.



https://www.abclubsavannah.org/
https://www.abclubsavannah.org/

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with

A NAUTICAL TERM.
KCSNA
STAOT
LISK
NAME

Answer to JANUARY/FEBRUARY Scramble: MAINSAIL

MERMAID
TOILET
NOMAD
PRISM

SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS

This column is for club members to support other members “in need” (phone calls, visits, prayers, meals,
etc.). Let me know of anyone you want to add. I will also get approval before entering any names into
this column. Please text me at 912/658-7398.

2026 OFFICERS

Commodore: -« rererreeeeeaenes Angela Margolit
Vice Commodore:-=«=«:-weeeeeee Larry Sprague
Secretary «:rorrrr e Larry Sprague
Treasurer ............................. Steve Allen
Past Commodoreééé...Linda Howard
Social Committee -«=:==«xocreeeeee Tom Howard, Cindy Tutor,
Pam Allen, Mary Ellen Sprague
Cruise Chair ......................... Dawson Long
Race Chair ........................... Angela MargOlit
Membership Chair «=«=--ocoeeeeee Scott Lawson
Communications Chair/ Editoreéeeée. Linda
Member-At-Lar geééée. .. . Carl Ericsson

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398)
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