
  

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

We stopped at the historic 

lighthouse where, in the sec-

ond floor of a regular house, 

the keeper would light a red 

lamp every evening in the 

late 1800’s. He would then 

trek a quarter mile to light 

the range lamp on the tower. 

 

Visiting Melrose Plantation 

was very interesting as well. 

There was plenty of life in 

the community. I hope that 

you can get over to 

Daufuskie to see the marvels 

of what they have been able 

to accomplish over the years. 

 

Gather ye Geechees to go on 

a cruise. It is more fun than 

sitting at home watching re-

runs. You may have been 

able to pull out your excuse 

card for attending due to the 

questionable weather last 

weekend and the resched-

uled St. Patrick’s Regatta 

being simultaneous to the 

cruise before, but we encour-

May 2021 Issue 

MEETINGS:  Starting 
July 12: 

Every second Monday 
of the month at Carey 

Hilliard’s,  
3316 Skidaway Rd.  

Order dinner at 6:00; 
meeting at 7:00. 

 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB’S 

UPCOMING CRUISES  

&  PARTIES 

 

 

Socials: 

6/5/21 - Mexican Fiesta 

 

Cruises: 

5/29-31 - Wassaw 

6/25-27 - Richmond Hill 

7/24-25 - St. Augustine Creek 

8/13-15 - Beaufort 

9/4-6 - Harbour Town 

10/22-24 - Bluffton 

 

(see Larry’s Article in 

March’s RL for details) 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.geecheesailingclub.org 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com 

FACEBOOK: 

Geechee Sailing Club 

Let’s do a survey. Who has 

been on a planned cruise to 

the wonderful destinations of 

our last two cruises:  Half-

moon River and Daufuskie 

Island?  

 

That would be Team Dawson 

for both and Team Larry for 

Daufuskie.  

 

Larry gets extra points for 

venturing with his ankle in a 

boot. We had a wonderful 

time as we visited the island 

on our golf cart. We even had 

so much fun that we were 

about to wear out the bat-

tery.  I rode on my foldable 

bike for a portion of the tour. 

 

Our tour included the old 

African Baptist church 

where we met the pastor.  

We then stopped by Lucy 

Bell’s for some coffee. There 

are also several galleries 

showcasing art such as 

metal mermaids and fish.  

 

COMMODORE, Dawson Long 

age you to plan to attend 

our upcoming cruises.  

 

The in-person meetings will 

resume also. Please enjoy 

all the wonderful informa-

tion in this Rhumb Line. 

 

Pictures from 2014: 

GEECHEE SAILING CLUB 

RHUMB LINE 

 

SAVE  

THE  

DATE! 

 

We are resuming membership 

meetings at Hilliard’s with a 

speaker Monday, July 12! More 

info to follow in June. 
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VICE COMMODORE, Mary Ellen Sprague 

A stunning new marina in Savannah 

was the focus for the Geechee’s April 

outing.  The Savannah Boathouse on 

the location of the old William’s Sea-

food Restaurant has both wet and dry 

storage, a marine store, a forklift, 

showers, laundry, and more.  Our 

guide, Kirsten Barrow, is the general 

manager and enthusiastic cheerleader 

for the new facility and all its ameni-

ties.   

The marina is open for business but 

added touches are quickly being made. 

A beautiful covered dock that was 

initially meant for cleaning fish is 

being repurposed because the view 

was “just too good.” We agree.  The 

top floor of the main building will be 

used for a restaurant and bar but 

was not yet complete when we 

toured. The space will also be avail-

able for private events.  

Half the dock space has been allo-

cated to the Freedom Boat Club, pre-

viously located in Thunderbolt. The 

rest of the dock and storage space is 

almost completely leased with 

some owners from as far away 

as  Atlanta and Augusta.   

The twenty plus members of our 

club and guests received a thor-

ough tour, and our guide was ex-

tremely helpful in answering our 

many and detailed questions.   

Congratulations to The Savannah 

Boathouse!  

 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF OUR 

DEAR BARBARA STORM 

WHO PASSED AWAY 

4/26/21 
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 Provide primary and alternate es-

cape routes for all spaces 

(particularly sleeping areas). 

 Make sure you and your crew know 

the location of shutoff valves and 

switches for electrical, fuel, and 

LPG or CNG systems. 

 

Whether you use a portable unit and 

fire port, or an automatic extinguisher, 

shut down the engine as soon as possi-

ble. Wind from boat movement can 

spread the fire. And importantly, a run-

ning engine can pump fire suppressant 

out of the engine compartment while 

continuing to suck in fresh air. It may 

also be feeding the fire with fuel.  

 

Most automatic units have an option for 

installing an automatic engine shut-

down, an excellent idea that should be 

seriously considered. As clean-agent 

units kill the fire without damaging the 

engine and components, boaters can 

often restart their engines (after locat-

ing and correcting the initial problem) 

and return to port under their own 

power.  

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard 

boat's shore-power inlet. In-

spect the shore-power cord 

monthly.  If the boat is more 

than 10 years old, check the 

back of the shore power inlet 

where the boat’s wiring con-

nects to the terminals.  You 

may need to replace the inlet.  

Or at least pull it out and in-

spect the connections.   

 

 9% Engine Issues: These 

start typically from overheat-

ing due to a blocked raw-water 

intake or worn-out impeller. 

Replace the impeller every 

other year, after a grounding, 

or when operating in particu-

larly dirty waters.   

 

 8% Outboard Elec-
trics: On older outboards, by 

far the most common cause of 

fires is the voltage regulator. 

Once it hits 15 years old, re-

place it. 

 

 

 

SO...WHAT DO YOU DO IF 

THERE’S A FIRE? 

 Prepare:  Post, in prominent 

locations, diagrams of your ves-

sel showing the location of all 

portable extinguishers as well 

as the controls for permanently 

mounted units (such as those 

in the engine room). 

According to GEICO, there are six 

specific areas that lead to most of 

the fires they see in their claim files.  

They say that if every boater paid 

attention to these, a third or more of 

all fires aboard could be prevented! 

 

The 6 Most Common 

Ways Boat Fires Start 

 2 6 % O f f - T h e - B o a t 
Sources: Most fires start 

when something else goes up in 

flames; the boat next to yours, 

the marina, a garage, or even a 

neighbor's house. 

 

 20% Engine Electrical: For 

boats older than 25 years, old 

wiring harnesses take a dispro-

portionate chunk of the blame 

here. Inspect them for damage. 

 

 15% Other DC Electri-
cal: The most common cause of 

battery-related fires is faulty 

installation of batteries — re-

versing the positive and negative 

cables - or connecting them in 

series when they should have 

been in parallel or vice versa.  

Take a picture before removing, 

and use red fingernail polish to 

mark the positive lug. 

 

 12% AC Electrical: Most of 

these fires start between the 

shore-power pedestal and the 

These mugs and bottles are always available.  I will have them at the July 12th meeting at Hilliard’s. Just 

call or text me (Linda Howard, 658-7398).  Everyone loves them, so you won’t be disappointed.  The bot-

tles are $10/each and the mugs are $12.  It is now my “go-to” mug! 

 

 

ALWAYS AVAILABLE! 
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As we start gathering in July, I 

will have with me the regatta 

shirts from both last year and this 

year.  If you are interested in pur-

chasing either one, please see me. 

The lime green shirts from 

2020 are now half price: 

$10.   

However, the red shirts from 

this year are $20. 

Hats come in lime green, red, 

or blue, and are $15.  There 

isn’t a year displayed on 

them. 

UPCOMING AREA REGATTAS 

May 1-2: Windmill Harbour 

DDS & A Harbor 20, One De-

sign fleets: 

I will be caravanning up to Hilton 

Head with the Landings J/24 fleet 

on Friday, April 30th, and return-

ing on Monday, May 3rd. 

 

May 15-16: Wassaw Cup: 

New this year: On the evening of 

Thursday, May 13th, there will be 

a presentation by Donald Alexan-

der, an around-the-world solo 

racer! 

AREA NEWS 

The Savannah Sailing Cen-

ter should hear any day whether 

they will receive a $600,000 

Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources grant that will allow 

them to build a facility in Sun-

b u r y  a n d  e x p a n d 

their programs. 

 

The center currently operates 

primarily out of a Chatham 

County-owned building at Lake 

Mayer and has eight sailboats 

and two powerboats. A perma-

nent facility in Liberty County 

would include classrooms, boat 

storage, and offices. It would 

also spur the organization to 

change their name to Georgia 

Community Water Sports Cen-

ter, a move that would better 

reflect the organization's grow-

ing programs. 

 

As of the date of this article sub-

mission (4/18/21), SSC is still 

awaiting word from GDNR.  Ap-

parently there are more meet-

ings and input from various peo-

ple needed. 

To find out more, visit: 

 

RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit 

https://www.savannahnow.com/

story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-

dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-

sail ing-center-grow-l iberty-

county/4700525001/  

 

For more history on the SSC, 

please visit: 

 

https://www.savannahnow.com/st

ory/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-

sailing-center-established-after-

1996-olympic-events-and-has-

t r a i n e d - b e g i n n i n g -

sailors/4796163001/  

TREASURER, Pat Howard 

$$ 2021 Financial Results $$ 

The financial results for the 

Geechee Sailing Club are favor-

able to plan year-to-date.  Ex-

penses remain on plan while the 

Vanguard investment has grown 

5%. 

Please let me know if you have 

any questions. 

 

 

The Golden Ray at Night 

 

http://savannahsailingcenter.org/
http://savannahsailingcenter.org/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-sailing-center-grow-liberty-county/4700525001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-sailing-center-grow-liberty-county/4700525001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-sailing-center-grow-liberty-county/4700525001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-sailing-center-grow-liberty-county/4700525001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2021/03/15/georgia-dnr-grant-could-help-savannah-sailing-center-grow-liberty-county/4700525001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/opinion/2021/04/01/savannah-sailing-center-established-after-1996-olympic-events-and-has-trained-beginning-sailors/4796163001/
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE, Linda Meyer  

 

 

This is the part I 

like...not knowing what 

the day has to offer. 

(If you can’t figure this 

one out, see the last 

page.) 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 

Taco ‘bout a Party!  
 

I am a member of the social committee and have put to-

gether a party for Saturday, June 5th.  I will be asking 

some members of the committee and other members to 

help so that we can get this social ready for all to enjoy!  

 

I am having it catered by La Parrilla Mexican Restau-

rant. They will be providing chips & salsa, chicken and 

beef tacos, rice, beans, shredded cheese, lettuce, Pico de 

Gallo, guacamole, sour cream, and cheese dip.  The club 

will be providing iced tea, wine, and other drinks. I am 

also asking a few people that are willing to bring an appe-

tizer and or dessert.  

 

Please contact me if you are willing to bring something.  

There will be hand sanitizer at the beginning and at the 

end of the food table. There will be some tables outside 

and a few inside. 

 

The Board has voted to have the club pay for the com-

plete party, so rejoin and bring your friends to join the 

Geechee Sailing Club for $60! 

Reservations need to be in by June 1st so I can order 

enough food for everyone. Please make your reservation 

at lindameyer47@yahoo.com 

The Party is Free!! 

mailto:lindameyer47@yahoo.com
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 Even though it’s been over a year since 

we have met at Carey Hilliard’s, we will 

begin meeting there again for our July 

12th Meeting.  

 

We have had 35 membership renewals,  

and there are more to come. That makes 

close to 60 members. We have reduced 

our membership fee to $60 for a 

family, so that should not stop 

anyone.  

Get your dues in soon so that you 

can be a part of the next cruise to 

Wassaw May 29-31, and our next 

social June 5...and have your name 

in the Directory! 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Linda Meyer 

Reminder: The next cruise will be over 

Memorial Day Weekend to the South 

end of Wassaw. We will anchor, as 

usual, near the Ranger Station dock. 

Memorial Day Weekend this year is 

Saturday May 29th through Monday, 

May 31st.  Let’s plan on Sunday brunch 

at the Ranger dock. We will act with 

boldness and trust that we will not be 

thrown off of the dock prematurely. 

Bring a chair(s),  and we will also need  

tables. Please let me know if you are 

coming. My E-mail is  

Chatham1811@Aol.com. 

 

We had the second cruise of the year to 

Daufuskie Island with double the num-

ber of participants from the first cruise. 

Dawson and Mike Cowen on Andiamo 

were the first to arrive at the public 

dock around noon. I followed on Second 

Wind with my son Larry as crew and 

was able to dock on the inside of the 

dock just before the first storm blew in. 

On the way over, we were able to set 

our sails just before the Elba Island cut 

and sail on a reach the rest of the trip 

with winds around 20 kts.  We made a 

steady 5.5 to 6.5 kts. 

 

Once at the dock, Dawson and Mike 

joined us for lunch and we spent the 

rest of the afternoon talking and listen-

ing to Pandora. The Catalina 320 is a 

beamy boat (hence our nick name, “Ms. 

Piggy”) so we were all comfortable be-

low. Mike regaled us with various sto-

ries about growing up in South Africa. 

The front moved through in several 

waves and we were glad to be at 

the dock and not at anchor. In par-

ticular, I was pleased that I did 

not have to even think about using 

the tender.  

 

Sunday morning was beautiful, 

warm, and with enough wind to 

keep the sand gnats at bay. Mike 

and Dawson joined us for a break-

fast of French toast served with a 

large dollop of butter and a glub of 

syrup, plus sausages. (Bread is 

merely a butter delivery device.) 

Following breakfast, Dawson 

snagged a ride to pick up the golf 

cart.  

 

We spent the rest of our time ex-

ploring the island.  Of interest was 

the old African Baptist church, 

built in the 1880’s. We met their 

minister, Mr. Crosby, who lives on 

the island with his family. The 

church is currently holding out-

door services with about 60 people 

in attendance.  

 

We also stopped at the Iron Fish 

Gallery. The artist, Chase Allen, 

has created an outdoor gallery that 

displays his metal creations of 

fish, horseshoe crabs, and mer-

maids. It has a unique “honor sys-

tem” where you may take any 

piece of art you want and just 

leave your name and contact infor-

mation in a log book for later pay-

ment.  

Daufuskie has very few restaurants, 

but we stopped at one of them, Lucy 

Bell’s, for a cup of coffee. Service is 

relatively fast, with most of the din-

ing outdoors. The food looked good, 

but it was too soon after breakfast 

for us to eat. 

 

Our last stop was at the Bloody 

Point Lighthouse. Built in 1883, its 

true function was to serve, until 

1922, as a range to guide ships into 

the Savannah River channel. The 

lighthouse is the same design as the 

one that the Tybee lighthouse 

keeper lived in, but a dormer was 

built on the second floor to put a 

light in to serve as the range’s lower 

light. An 80-foot tower behind the 

lighthouse held the upper light. The 

brick building next to the tower that 

was built to hold the lamp oil was 

later used to store wine. A worthy 

repurposing.  

 

With our cart’s battery running low, 

we returned to the landing for lunch 

and a mid-afternoon departure. The 

wind gods frowned on us, as we had 

a headwind most of the way. Never-

theless, it was a pleasant day to be 

on the water as we snaked our way 

along the waterway, staying out of 

the marsh and off of the mud and 

then threading through the narrow 

opening of the Causton Bluff bridge. 

When we arrived home my son said, 

“Thanks for bringing me, Dad.” That 

is why we go cruising. 

CRUISE CHAIR, Larry Sprague 

mailto:Chatham1811@Aol.com
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SECRETARY, Kim Breland 

It’s time to move from the dining room 

out to the porch or patio and, of course, 

our boats.  We search for light and fla-

vorful recipes that are easy to prepare 

and won’t heat up the galley.   

 

Here is a shrimp recipe to try that I 

hope will make you feel like you are on 

a tropical vacation.  Between seafood 

and fresh produce, you can’t go wrong! 

 

Tequila Lime Shrimp 

1 lb Shrimp 

1 Lime 

¼ cup Tequila 

1 Green Pepper 

1 Yellow Pepper 

1 Red Pepper 

1 Medium Onion 

1 tbsp Olive Oil 

In a medium bowl, add tequila 

and the zest and juice of 1 lime.  

Peel & devein shrimp.  Add to te-

quila lime mixture and stir to 

thoroughly coat the shrimp.  

While the shrimp are marinating, 

cut peppers and onion into thin 

strips. 

 

Add oil to a large skillet on me-

dium heat.  Add onion and sauté 

for 5 minutes.  Add peppers and 

sauté for another 5 minutes.  Add 

shrimp and marinade to the skil-

let.  (Use a rubber spatula to 

transfer all of the marinade.)  

Sauté for another 5 minutes or 

until the shrimp have completely 

cooked. 

 

Serve with saffron rice or your favor-

ite sides and enjoy a delicious sum-

mer meal alfresco! 

 

using fixed reference points on land.  

Once a ship was on the open ocean for 

days or months on end, their dead reck-

oning calculations became next to use-

less.   

 

This book charts the journey of the 

quest for discovery of a method through 

decades of various efforts.  Whereas it 

could have been a dry, scientific read, it 

is anything but.  It is full of intrigue, 

political positioning, and plots to pro-

mote one method over another.  

Though it covers many of the players 

and some outlandish proposals in this 

quest, it mainly concentrates on the 

efforts and rivalry of clockmaker John 

Harrison and Royal Astronomer Nevil 

Maskelyne.   

MEMBER AT LARGE, David Breland 

The book Longitude, by Dava Sobel, 

is a fascinating read about the con-

test to discover a way to accurately 

determine the position of ships at 

sea.  British Parliament’s Longitude 

Act of 1714 promised a fortune to 

the person that provided a solution 

for the problem of pinpointing east-

west location at sea.  The measure-

ment of latitude, the north-south 

position, was never an issue and 

was easily computed by celestial 

observations.  

 

Longitude was a different problem 

entirely, and ships only had highly 

inaccurate and unreliable methods 

of estimating east-west position, 

including dead reckoning and by 

This is a page turner which will 

keep your reading lamp lit well 

into the night. 
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This column is for club members to support other members “in need” (phone calls, visits, prayers, meals, 

etc.).  Let me know of anyone you want to add.   I won’t go into a lot of detail on each here, but you can 

call them.  I will also get approval before entering any names into this column.  Please text me at 658-

7398. 

 

 Linda Meyer:  Had removal of tumor in brain.  Anticipating treatments. 

 The death of Barbara Storm 4/26/21 

 

 

2021 OFFICERS 

SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS 

Commodore ························· Dawson Long  

Vice Commodore ················· Mary Ellen Sprague 

Past Commodore ················· Stuart Gough 

Secretary ····························· Kim Breland 

Treasurer ····························· Pat Howard  

Social Chair ·························  (Open) 

Cruise Chairs ······················· Larry Sprague  

Race Chair ·························· Angela Margolit  

Membership Chair ··············· Linda Meyer  

Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard 

Member at Large ·················· David Breland 

Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last 

name of one of our members: 

L E Y L W O  __  __  __  __  __  

O G N A M 

K R A P N 

T A R E S E 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 

For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398) 

Answers to March’s Scramble: PLUCKER 

MOTOR 

PORT 

PUCKER 

LEMON 

Answer to cartoon:  “Walk 

the Plank” 


