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COMMODORE, Larry Sprague
As I write this, we have
just passed the Spring
Solstice and our temperatures at the end of March
are predicted to be lows in
the low sixties with highs
in the low eighties. Just
perfect for the sand gnats!
It is time to be out on the
water! It looks like the
weather for the regatta
was nice and that there
was a good turnout. Our
fellow sailors in the north
can only dream of being
on the water this time of
year, and yet our spring
season offers some of the
best weather for boating.
We have taken Second
Wind out several times
already this year. My next
sail will be at the beginning of April. It looks like
we will have a perfect day
for sailing. My guests are

coming into town for the
Rock and Roll Marathon
on Saturday, April 2nd. To
get the boat ready, I am
getting
the
bottom
cleaned and changing out
the main sheet, as well as
giving the interior an
overall cleaning.

tal was hit by a VI bomb,
and once again he was in
the cold mud, receiving
last rites for the second
time within a week. This
second blast caused him
to have a detached retina
in his good eye, which
they were unable to repair, and so he went toWe were out of town on tally blind several years
Saturday of St. Patrick’s later.
Day weekend as we had
the internment of Mary In spite of his injuries,
Ellen’s father on Satur- Mr. Wedewer learned to
day. He died at age 97, walk again and went to
which is remarkable con- the University of Missidering how badly he was souri, where he earned a
wounded in the battle of bachelor’s degree and
the Hurtgen Forest in then a master’s. He got
November 1944. In a married, had his first
mine explosion he lost son, and then moved to
both legs and an eye. The Miami.
severe cold probably kept
him from bleeding out. He After becoming totally
was then medevacked to blind,
Mr.
Wedewer
Liège, Belgium. His hospi- started working as a

THE SPEAKER FOR THIS MONTH
(APRIL 11) IS OUR OWN
A. J. GOLDMAN WHO WILL BE
SPEAKING ABOUT HIS SOLO SAIL
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO HAWAII!
Those who heard him speak at Country
Day say his talk is outstanding!

MEETINGS:
Every second Monday
of the month at Carey
Hilliard’s,
3316 Skidaway Rd.
Order dinner at 6:00;
meeting at 7:00.
WEBSITE:
www.geecheesailingclub.org
EMAIL ADDRESS:
geecheesailingclub@hotmail.com
FACEBOOK:
Geechee Sailing Club

GEECHEE SAILING
CLUB’S
UPCOMING PARTIES
& CRUISES
Socials:
November 11 - Change of
Watch, Savannah Yacht
Club

Cruises:
April 9-10 - Shakedown
Cruise to Half Moon River
May 28-30 - Cruise to south
end of Wassaw Island
June 24-26 - North end of St.
Catherine’s
July 16-17 - Beaufort Water
Festival
(See page 5 for further listings)

COMMODORE, Larry Sprague (continued)
counselor for Florida’s Department of
Blind Services. He rose to become its
Director. In this position, he shook up
the bureaucracy and significantly
changed the rehabilitation that was
given to the blind so that they were
afforded the opportunity to get a
higher education and to participate
more broadly in the economy. No more
would the blind be limited to making
brooms. When he retired, he was the
highest ranking blind person in state
government in the United States.

able, given his handicaps, what was
also remarkable was that he never
let his handicaps hinder his enjoyment of life. I am sure that there
were many things that he would
like to have been able to do, but he
did not allow what he could not do
interfere with his enjoyment of
what he could do. Mr. Wedewer was
always upbeat, and enjoyed good
conversation and telling jokes. He
was a wicked poker player (using
Braille cards). He loved to fish and
relished a good cigar and glass of
While his achievements were remark- bourbon.

I strive to imitate his example. As
age creeps over me, chipping away
all visages of youth, rearranging
the hair on my body from my head
to my ears and nose, leaving behind
aching joints and slowed reflexes, I
will endeavor to take pleasure in all
I can do. And, by God, as long as I
can get on and off the boat, I will
get out on the water!

CRUISE CHAIR, Larry Sprague
The Shakedown Cruise will be from
Saturday, April 9th through Sunday, April 10th. We will be going to
Half Moon River on the back side of
Wilmington Island.

an opportunity to not only get together on the water, but to put
aside all procrastination on getting
the boat ready for the season. Even
if you can’t stay for the night, come
for the afternoon and watch the setHigh Tide will be at 3:54PM on Satur- ting sun and enjoy refreshments
day at 6.3 feet. On Sunday, low tide with us. I look forward to seeing
will be at 10:30AM at 1.8 feet. Thus, everyone on their boats again.
there may be some who will want to
Following is the cruise
try getting through the Tybee Cut on
Saturday, possibly finding it trickier
calendar for 2022
on Sunday morning. I would suggest
that we anchor between Beard Creek April 9th-10th – Half Moon River –
and Long Creek. The width of Half Shakedown Cruise
Moon River there is approximately 800
feet and the depth ranges between 13 May 28th-30th – Memorial Day
feet and 21 feet.
Weekend- South End of Wassaw
(Saturday-Monday)
We encourage everyone who can possibly make this first cruise to do so. It is June 24th-26th –North end of St.
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Catherine’s (Friday-Sunday)
July 16th-17th - Beaufort Water
Festival (July 16-25)
August 13th-15th – Daufuskie
(Formerly Marshside Mama’s)
September 3rd-5th – Labor Day –
Harbour Town, Hilton Head (Friday
-Sunday)
October 14th-16th – Bluffton Arts
Festival (Oct 15th-23rd). Friday
night at Freeport Marina or in
creek across the river from the marina (Friday-Sunday).

IN MEMORY OF OUR DEAR FRIEND, LEM HIGHSMITH
(8/3/1943 - 3/28/2022)

OUR HEARTS ARE HEAVY AND WE MISS YOU ALREADY! YOU WERE SUCH A
PART OF THE GEECHEES AND SO MANY INDIVIDUALS’ LIVES! YOU KEPT US
LAUGHING! WE KNOW YOU’RE DOING THE SAME IN HEAVEN! SAIL ON!
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VICE COMMODORE, Linda Howard
APRIL’S SPEAKER

Our speaker in March was Rory
Jose, General Manager and Project
Manager for the new Savannah Marina at Wilmington Island. He is
with Wilmington Partners who
bought Sail Harbor. I was impressed
by Rory’s easy-going and congenial
personality. He gave a great Power
Point presentation detailing plans
and timelines for the marina and
took dozens of questions. Needless
to say, we were more than pleased
with what we heard and saw. This
has been needed in our area for
soooooo long!

A. J. GOLDMAN, SPEAKING
ABOUT HIS SOLO SAIL
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO
KAUAI, HAWAII!
A. J. was a member of the
Geechees in 2020 before his
schedule became too crowded to
participate (although he WILL
be back).
He is Chair of the Math Department at Savannah Country Day
and gave this speech there not
too long ago. Two of our members heard him and said it was
phenomenal. Don’t miss it!

I didn’t make a list of what they will
be doing, but you can read my article
of August 2021 to get a general idea.
And the exciting news is that they
will start THIS summer!
By the way, he plans to become a
member when things get started on
the marina.

SECRETARY/TREASURER, Dawson Long
that the collective wisdom of the ings account in Vanguard is valued at
sailors on these cruises can help you $19,414.13. (It is always good summing
solve just about any problem you up on a high note.)
are facing. On a Geechee cruise, the
experience is greater than you can
imagine. You can really reset to the
calm nature that we all try to attain. Memories are created when we
go places with people. As we know,
When the Dollar Tree Peeps have
I do feel as though I can do just there is no greater camaraderie enhad a rough trip over from China
about anything and solve any prob- joyed than when we are on the walem. Yet, I may be delusional think- ter.
ing that if I just went on a Geechee
cruise for a weekend, all of the Please take advantage of the Spring
problems of this world would be weather to get out to join our shakedown cruise to Half Moon River
resolved when I returned.
April 9-10. It is almost free if you
The good news, though, is that we don’t count the maintenance cost
can solve many problems when we required on your boat.
step away from them. Try viewing
the problems from the top of your The good news is that the Geechee
sailboat mast. The other problems Sailing Club has plenty of money in
get smaller. I do want to assure you the checking: $3,681.99. The sav“Wanna Get Away?” is a question I
have been asking myself lately. Do
not worry that as your Treasurer, I
would be planning a getaway with
the money. I am actually going on a
Southwest Airlines flight soon to
my high school reunion. And I will
stay in a Holiday Inn Express.
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, Georgia Byrd
Welcome to our New
Members!
The Debien Family

welcomes, winning duel awards at the
recent Chili Cook-off at the Marsh
Harbor Clubhouse.

1. When I say, “The other
day,” I could be referring
Robert and Michelle Mechem
to any time between yesOn a hot summer day, you can bet that
terday and 15 years ago.
Robert Mechem will be at the helm of

his 45’ Morgan sloop, Cheers! Surrounded by the South’s most beautiful
scenery just off the coast of Hilton
Head Island, this Captain treats his
guests to the natural beauty of the Low
Country almost daily, as weather permits. Robert is the Captain and Owner
of Cheers Charters, a successful charter business that takes tourists and
locals from the stunning Broad Creek
Two generations of Floridians fol- to the waters of Calibogue Sound.
lowed their lead straight to south
Georgia and their new granddaugh- With a reputation like Cheers!, Robert
ter following retirement!
brings his sailing expertise to the
Carl and Joan Debien and David
and Audrey, their son and daughter
-in-law, made coastal Midway their
new home recently after retiring
and it didn’t take them long to find
the fun at Geechee Sailing Club outings and events!
Carl, the senior in the family, was a
successful entrepreneur, owning his
automotive repair company - Deb’s
Automotive in Del Ray Beach. His
son, David, took the skills he
learned working in his dad’s business and recently retired as a
highly successful automobile claims
specialist for a south Florida company, JM Family Enterprises.

A FEW SENIOR SMILES

Geechee Sailing Club after more than
two decades of sailing into the Hilton
Head sunsets.
Robert is married to Michelle, who coowns Cheers! From sunset trips to
wildlife excursions, this couple lives
the life sharing their warm personalities with guests aboard Cheers! Michelle also works as a realtor and owns
Historic Living Real Estate. The couple
enjoys living in Savannah - and their
life on land and sea!

2. I had my patience tested.
I’m negative.
3. Remember, if you lose a
sock in the dryer, it comes
back as a Tupperware lid
that doesn’t fit any of your
containers.
4. Age 60 might be the new
40, but 9:00 p.m. is the
new midnight.
5. It’s the start of a brand
new day, and I’m off like a
herd of turtles.
6. I hate when a couple argues in public and I
missed the beginning and
don’t know whose side I’m
on.
7. When you do squats, are
your knees supposed to
sound like a goat chewing
on an aluminum can
stuffed with celery?
8. I don’t mean to interrupt
people. I just have to blurt
things out before I lose
what’s left of my shortterm memory allowance.

Meanwhile, Audrey, a career financial analyst and auditor, says she’s
loving her newly retired life. The
former internal auditor of the
Catholic Diocese of Palm Beach, she
was instrumental in developing a
consolidated reporting structure for
the Miami Dolphins and Stadium
prior to its sale in 2008.

9. Don’t bother walking a
mile in my shoes. That
would be boring. Spend
30 seconds in my head.
That’ll freak you right out!

The combined Debien families can’t
wait to get to know other Geechee
members, and they received warm
5

SOCIAL CHAIR, Mary Ellen Sprague

(by Linda Howard)

Saturday March 26th the
Geechee's had a fun Chili Cook-off.
Over 30 people attended with lots of
food and drink for all.
Chili competition was fierce with 9
competitors. First prize went to
Audrey Debien. Apron competition
was less fierce with 5 competitors.
Linda Howard won with her funny
apron from Area 51 in Roswell, NM.
The hat competition was won by yet
another Debien. This time David
took first prize with his very debonair hat. Each winner received a
$25 Amazon gift card and applause
for their effort.
Attendees brought wonderful appetizers, potato salad, cheese biscuits,
meatballs, and desserts. The club
provided drinks, salad, cornbread,
brownies and decorations galore. Thanks to you all for a wonderful evening and great food. Leftover beer and wine will be taken to
our regular meetings, so the party
can continue.
Save the date: November 11th will
be our Change of Watch Party at the
Savannah Yacht Club.
See y'all soon.

I will be bringing some of each to our meetings. If you want to give me an idea in advance of how many, you can call or text me (Linda Howard, 658-7398). Everyone loves
them, so you won’t be disappointed. The bottles are $10/each and the mugs are $12.
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COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR, Linda Howard
Thinking of subjects for my article
this month, and wanting to highlight
boats specifically, I chose the following subject because it is an eye opener
- and very much a current issue.

Russian-owned mega yachts that
flocked to the Maldives which has no
extradition treaty with the US.

Putin is worth 200 billion dollars!
Note that the average Russian’s salAs you know, countries around the ary is $6,500 a year, and people
world are sanctioning Russia for their there are struggling to eat.
3. The largest sailing yacht of her
war crimes on the Ukrainian people.
One of those sanctions is to seize the
kind, the SY A is owned by fertilyachts of their “rich and famous.” So
izer and coal magnate Audrey MelI chose three yachts to highlight.
nichenko, who is worth about 11
billion and is the main shareholder
in EuroChem.
1. Starting with the “main man” (or
“main maniac”), let’s look at Putin’s
yacht.
Scheherazade, known as Putin’s
Yacht, which is valued at 990 million
dollars, is a 495-foot, 6-story, luxury
vessel moored at Marina di Carrara
in Italy. There are countless swimming pools with one converting to a
dance floor, a spa, a sauna, a theater,
ballrooms, an aquarium, a 15-foot
television, a self-leveling pool table, a
gym, two helipads, a hangar that can
house a helicopter, six Jet Skis, five
dinghies, and eight Seabob underwater scooters, numerous satellite
domes, and gold toilet paper holders.
He has a judo room with framed pictures of black belts, plus various
books showcasing his worship of
wealth. Every surface is either marble or gold.
It is also a “battleship,” being able to
transform from a party boat to a battleship in a flash with a state-of-theart security system reportedly capable
of shooting down drones.
He also has another yacht named
Graceful. Graceful is in Russian territory where Putin sent it two weeks
before his invasion so that we could
not seize it. There are also five more

2.

Igor Sechin, a former deputy
prime minister and one of Putin’s
right-hand men, had his yacht
Amore Vero, seized in La Ciotat near
Marseille. Sechin is the head of Rosneft. Rosneft is the state-controlled
oil giant, of which BP announced it
was selling a 20 percent stake following the invasion. The European Union calls him “one of Vladimir Putin’s
most trusted and closest advisors, as
well as his personal friend” adding
that “he has been in contact with the
Russian President on a daily basis”
and “is considered to be one of the
most powerful members of the Russian political elite.” Sechin earned
Putin’s trust over the years which is
saying a lot since Putin trusts no
one. Because he lurks in the shadows of the Kremlin, his nickname is
Darth Vader. This is just one of his
fleet of nine-figure yachts. Amore
Vero was preparing to make a sudden getaway, but the French authorities seized it in time,

SY A is 469 ft. and worth 440 million. She is equipped with an underwater observation pod, hybrid
diesel-electric propulsion system,
and state-of-the-art navigation systems. The three masts are the tallest and most highly loaded freestanding composite structures in
the world with the mainmast towering 328 ft. above the waterline.
She was seized in Trieste by the
Italian police. There’s video on-line
of this. Police seize Russian billionaire Andrey Melnichenko’s superyacht - YouTube

Also, go online to a video that is a
“must see.” It won’t let me copy and
paste, but go to eSysmen’s SuperYachtsNews and watch their video
about an engineer trying to sink the
Amore Vero is a 284 ft. mega yacht Lady Anastasia. You can watch
worth 460 million, has a pool that other videos on seizures as well.
can be covered and converted into a
helipad, a sundeck with spa, and has
a massive owner’s space that spans
two decks and claims one deck exclusively.
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RACE CHAIR, Angela Margolit
The Savannah Yacht
Club will be hosting
another Speaker Series
this spring with Americas Cup sailor Gary
Jobson. The event will
take place at the Savannah Yacht Club
Dock House on Thursday,
April
14 t at
6:30pm. Please let me
know if you want to
attend.
Angela Margolit
amargolit@hotmail.com

Be creative!
On
Sunday
we
held
the
Pursuit
Update on our 43 St.
Race, where start times are Please support our 2022 Regatta
Patrick’s Regatta:
based on PHRF ratings and all sponsors. My point of contact follows
boats race against each other. each company name:
Only two did not participate, so
Boat US / TowBoatUS Savannah:
16 boats competed. The first
Dana & Esther Rutland
boat started at 11:33 am. It was
a very exciting finish for the
Cay Insurance Services (Dawson’s
three fastest boats as the two
brother)
Spinnaker boats were neck and
Celebritees: Chris Ramsey
neck (with one trying to cover
the other) while the NonChelsea at Five Points Realty:
The Fleet races took place on Sat- Spinnaker boat almost caught
Dawson Long
urday with 18 boats in five classes: up! The winners were:
Encompass Health: Laura Dover
Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker, Cruisers, J/24s, and Rhodes 19s. Hop- 1: C Student, Mark Lamas
Hinckley Yacht Services: Dustin
ing to beat the negative low tide 2: High Visibility, Gebel Seese
Hartley
and forecasted thunderstorms, 3: Wahoo, Troy Lamb
Landings Harbor Marina: Larry
competitors were given heads up
Sincoskie & Jen Sabo
Friday evening that we would start Check out the photos on the
as early as 10:45 am. We had ex- Geechee Sailing Club Facebook
Molly McGuire’s: Melissa McCurry
treme conditions: wind from the page and website. Eddie Evans
RJC Yachts (thank you new memsouth (with gusts to 32 knots) and and his team in tutus were a
ber Georgia Byrd)
an ebbing current from the north - riot!
Savannah Boathouse
which made for short and steep
(new this year): Thoseas. But the sailors toughed it Since we had so much fun on
mas McCarthy
out, with all but two finishing their Saturday night with the Tricky
course. Results are posted on Re- Tray, I’d like to ask each memThunderbolt Marine:
g a t t a N e t w o r k : h t t p s : / / ber to think of something to doErnie D'Alto
w w w . r e g a t t a n e t w o r k . c o m / nate for next year’s event. It can
Yates Astro Termite
c l u b m g m t / be a gift, food, coupon, night at
& Pest Control: Mark
a p p l e t _ r e g a t t a _ r e s u l t s . p h p ? your vacation home, or a service.
Willman
regatta_id=23824
rd
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FLOTSAM AND JETSAM
Unscramble each word, then take the letters that are underlined and unscramble them to come up with the last
name of one of our members:

GAGBEGA
HGEOU
REDINH
OOLES

__ __ __ __ __

Answers to March’s Scramble:

FRAKER

APPLE
BAKER
FRESH
BRIEF or FIBER

SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS
This column is for club members to support other members “in need” (phone calls, visits, prayers, meals, etc.). Let
me know of anyone you want to add. I won’t go into a lot of detail on each here, but you can call them. I will also
get approval before entering any names into this column. Please text me at 658-7398.
 Linda Meyer: Upcoming radiation.


Anna Highsmith at home. Much improved physically. Grieving Lem’s death.



Georgia Byrd’s hip surgery postponed due to mother falling and going into a care facility. Trying to
move her to Savannah.



Linda Howard with post back surgery issues.

2022 OFFICERS
Commodore ·················· Larry Sprague
Vice Commodore ···········Linda Howard
Secretary ······················ Dawson Long
Treasurer ······················ Dawson Long
Past Commodore………...Dawson Long
Social Chair ·················· Mary Ellen Sprague
Cruise Chair ················· Larry Sprague
Race Chair ···················· Angela Margolit
Membership Chair ········ Georgia Byrd
Communications Chair/Editor…….Linda Howard
For questions or comments, contact Linda Howard, Editor (912/658-7398)
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